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Next Meeting: Thursday, January 31 7:30 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory BUilding, Hopkins Marine
Station, Pacific Grove'- -
Speaker: Beth Mathews
Topic: Sex Determination of Free-ranging Gray Whales
Beth Mathews, 1984 recipient of our Chapter's research grant,
will bring us an update of her current research. Beth is at present
working for a Master's degree wnder Ken Norris at U. C. Santa Cruz.
Her research involves finding the most efficient, reliable, and
least expensive way to sex individual Gray whales. Last summer she
worked off Vancouver Island in British Columbia collecting skin sam-
ples. She will discuss with us the methods for sex determination
using these samples, and how the resultant information will be used
to fill in some of the missing pieces of the puzzle. This is
extremely interesting work, and Beth's talk should add a new dimension
to our appreciation as we watch the 'procession' past our shores.
Warm welcome to the following new Monterey Bay Chapter
members:
Denise Linck Arthur and lIarriet Mitteldorf
Connie Gottlund Robert E. McClurg
Robert J. Ernst III
CHA PTf~R NEWS
"M:S Winter Party
A warm and friendly winter get-together at Hudson House,
Pt. Lobos, was attended by about 50 appreciative ACS
members and guests. ACS gives special thanks to our
hosts, the Pt. Lobos Docents, who presented their slide
show "Lobos Legacy". Also viewed was the ACS Teaching
Kit.
Research Grant Proposals
Four research proposals have heen submitted to our
Chapter for possihle funding this year. The Review
Committee is currently reading them, and winners will
be announced at the General Meeting in January. Any
Chapter member who wIshes to read the proposals may
contact Alan Baldridge at the Hopkins Library during
working hours (373-6658).
Chapter Board Members - 1985
We are pleased to present your Monterey Bay ACS Board
of Directors:
President: Esta Lee Albright
V. Pres: Sheila Baldridge
Secretary: Nancy Norton
Treasurer: Joy Osborne
Membership: Jean Theisen
Other members of the Board, and phone numbers, are listed
at the back of SOUNDINGS. Plaase feel free to cal] upon
any of us with questions, observations or requests. We
will do our best to help you!
2.
SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
Whole Watching on Monterey Bay
Its time again to break out your binoculars and jackets,
walking shoes or marazine, and watch the Gray Whales
migrating South past our coast. Shore viewing has been
excellent thus far, with many reports of spouts and
flukes in the Bay. For closer contact with these giant
mammals, you might wish to check on some of the excellent
part or whole-day whale-watching excursions leaving daily
from Wharf #1. Many of these trips have naturalists
aboard who are well versed in whale behavior and natural
history uf marine animals and of the Monterey Bay region
itself.
Local Gray Whale Research
Research on Gray Whales resumes this winter with two key projects in
our area. A population census, the first in five years, will be
carried out at the Shellfish Culture Laboratory (DFG) just nurth of
Rocky Point, Big Sur. A team of three National Marine Fisheries
Service ubservers, headed by Cynthia O'Vincent, will count whales
during daylight hours. In the second local project, to be carried out
off the Santa Cruz County coast, up to 6 whales will be radio-tagged
and tracked 24 hours a day as they proceed south. The purpose of
this study is to determine whether whales migrate at the same speed
after dark as they do during daylight hours. Since total population
estimates are extrapolations from daytime counts, the question is an
important one. The assumption in previous calculations has been that
the whales do not slow at night.
(Thanks to Alan Baldridge for this eJrticle.)
RECENT MARINE f-1AMMAL OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by AIan Baldridge
Minke Whale - On Nov. 8, one seen at Granite Canyon Shellfish l~b.,
Big Sur (J. Houk, Dept. Fish and Game).
Humpback Whale - On Dec. 16, two animals spotted from shore off Bonnie
Doon Road, south of Davenport, Santa Cruz Co. (D. Ekdahl, B. Weed).
Gray Whale - On Nov. 5, one seen off Sand Dollar Beach, Pacific
Valley (J. Brodkin, USFWS). One in hreakers at Morrow Bay on Nov. 24
was spyhopping amidst surfers (W. Bryan). On Nov. 29, three animl:lls
at Cypress Pt., PB, were the first Grays for party boat skippers
R. Ternullo, D. Rookaird and B. Williams. The first at Granite
Canyon Shellfish Lab was Nov. 29 (J. Houk). On Dec. 18 at Bluefish
Cove, Pt. Lobos, one animal passed 60 feet beneath Libby Langstroth
as she entered the clear water on a dive. The first of several females
with recently-born calves appeared on Dec. 30 one mile north of Lovers'
Pt., PC, (E.L. Albright). Other cow/calf pairs were seen at Pt. Joe,
PB on Jan. 4 (D. Campos, N. Lemon), at Esalen, Big Sur on Jan. 4,
(L. Larson), and off Pt. Joe on Jan. 6 (D. Campos). New-born whales
had rarely been seen in our area pril.r to Jan. 1983.
Pygmy Sperm Whale - Outside of our area a sub-adult female was found
dead I! miles south of Morro Bay Harhor entrance, San Luis Obispo
Co. Skull and stomach contents were saved (J. Brodkin, USFWS). The
lastreported in Central California in 1970.
Common Dolphin - On Nov. 26, 100 animals off Hopkins Marine Station,
PG (A. Baldridge). On Nov. 28, 10-12 animals near 'A' Buoy (P. Mason)
and on Dec. 3, 35 animals I! miles east of 'A' Buoy, Fort Ord,
(P. Mason).
Risso's Dolphin - On Dec. 21, 60 animals 1 mile nnw Hopkins Marine
Station (A. Baldridge) and 12 off Bixby Creek Bridge, Big Sur on
Jan. 7 (D. Lemon).
Bottlenose Dolphin - III a small-scale rerun of last winter's invasion
of this warm-water species, the following have been reported: on
Dec. 24, 10 animals (including 2 sub-adults) 9 miles south of Piedras
Blancas, San Luis Obispo Co. (J. Brookin). On Jan. 1, 10-15 animals
J mile south of Big Sur Rivermouth were almost certainly this species
(J. Stein). On Jan. 2. 8 animals were at Piedras Blancas (J. Brodkin).
Fi.nally, on Jan. 3, 3-5 animals at Long Marine Lab., Santa Cruz,
(B. Tershey).
.
.
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Harbor Porpoise - reported only from northeast Honterey Bay, as usual.
On Oct. 31, 2 animals ,.ere seen 4 to 5 miles west of Sunset Beach,
Santa Cruz Co. On Nov. 4, 10-15 animals w.s.w. Pujara Dunes,
Santa Cruz Co. On Nov. 11, 2 animals 2.5 miles south of Santa Cruz.
(All records, Greg Silber). On Nov. 14, 3 animals off Pajaro Dunes
(~ILHL Transec t) .
Dall's Porpoise - On Nov. 11, 2 animals spotted 5 miles off Moss
Landing (E.L. Albright).
Orca - On Nov. 18, 3 animals 5 to 6 miles s.s.e. of Santa Cruz
~Silber). On Dec. 6, an exceptionally large pod of circa 20
animals moved south from Pt. Pinos towards Pt. Joe (E. Coburn and
USCG Engr. W. MacClellan). Three more were off Hopkins Marine
Station t hour later (~Lyons). Earlier that same day, 4-5 animals
were at Diablo Cove, San Luis Obispo Co. (J.C. Carroll). There were
approximately 8 sightings for our area in 1984.
Harbor Seal - On Dec. 4, a 14-inch aborted fetus was found at Hopkins
Marine Station. The perfectly-formed specimen was delivered to the
Monterey Bay Aquarium (A. Baldridge). On Dec. 9, the rust-red
individual, a rare color phase locally, was hauled out at Hopkins
Marine Station (A. Baldridge). At the same place, this species was
observed feasting on red pelagic crabs during December (C. Deutsch,
K. Lyons).
California Sea Lion - The outbreak of Leptospirosis among local
animals declined from 5-7 sick animals per week in October to
approximately 1 at present (L. Hoeffler, Mont. Co. SPCA).
Southern Sea Otter - On Jan 1, 4-5 animals were in Moss Landing
Harbor, andthree single animals were observed I and t miles off shore
from Pajaro Dunes (A. Baldridge, R. Branson, J. t.Jarriner).
Bonus Species:
PelagiC Crab (Pleuroncodes planipes) - At least 6 distinct incursions
into near-shore waters were noted between Nov. 2 and Jan. 11. Sea
Otters and Harbor Seals feasted on them, as well as many thousands
of gulls (C. Deutsch, K. Lyons, A. Baldridge).
Basking Shark - an 18-21 foot indiv~dual worried surfers at Marina
State Beach on Dec. I and 2 (R. Royer) •
1 • •
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:~~fEREY BAY ACS BOARD MEMBERS - 1985
I ...,
:P~~~ident: Esta Lee Albright (375-1658)
Yic~ President: Sheila Baldridge (372-3809)
S~ctetary: Nancy Norton (375-6497)
Tteasurer: Joy Osborne (375-2145)
Membership: Jean Theisen (372-2293)
Newsletter: Nancy NorLon (375-6497)
Milos Radakovich (373-3798)
Historian: Alison Tomlin (375-8601)
Special Events: Merilyn Georgevich (394-0514)
Members at Large: Alan Baldridge (373-6658)
Bob Western (373-7279)
Mary Rodriguez (375-5931)
Dr. Steven Webster (373-7676)
Dr. Thomas Williams (649-4111)
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Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station,
Pacific Grove
Speaker: Dr. Bernd Wursig
Topic: Bowhead Whales - Summering Behavior in the Beaufort Sea
Dr. Bernd Wursig, who is on the Faculty of the Moss Landing
Marine Laboratories, wi 11 discuss five years of behavioral research
on the Bowhead in Arctic waters. Comparatively little is known
about this large, slow-swimming. plankton-eating whale which has
been the object of much concern and controversy in recent years.
Bowheads worldwide may number below 5,,000, and continued hunt ing
by eskimos from a few Alaskan coastal villages has caused heated
discussion at International Whaling Commission meetings. With
oil exploration now taking place within the Bowhead's summer range.
new pressures have arisen to find out more about the animal, its
fceding behavior, socializillg and diving characteristics, the latter
heing lIsed as a major monitor-of reactions to oil and gas explor-
ation activities. Bernd has heen closely involved with all this,
having observed the whales from air. land and sea. And his talk on
this vital subject will help us make more informed decisions when
the issue arises again - as it surely will.
CHAPTER NE\~S
Research Grants
Your Monterey Bay Chapter Board of Directors is pleased to announce
the awarding of three $500 Research Grants this year. These Grants
are normally given to the two most outstanding research proposals
submitted for consideration. The proposals are read, ranked and
reviewed first by a special committee established for the purpose,
then they are voted on by the Board. This year, three of the
proposals were considered to be of high enough caliber to merit
funding. The recipients and their research are as follows:
1. Bernie Tershy: "Stability of Associations in the Fin Whale
(Balaenoptera physalus) and the Bryde's Whale (~. edeni)
in the Gulf of California, Mexico: Do Balaenoptera Whales
Have Friends?1I
2. Kenneth Nicholson: "The Feeding Cycle and Migratory Behavior
of California Sea Lions (Zalophus californianus) in the
Monterey Bay."
3. Ted W. Cranford: "The Geometry of Sound Generation Mechanisms
in Delphinid Cetaceans. 1I
Anyone inter~sted in reading the proposals may contact Alan Baldridge
at the Hopkins Marine Station Library.
Chapter Budget - 1985
The current budget has been approved by the Board of Directors.
It is available upon request to anyone who is interested. Please
contact our treasurer, Joy Osborne.
..
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SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
Whale-watching (or People-watching)
The following description of a 'close encounter' with a whale was
sent to our Chapter by Mr. William F. Bryan of Salinas, and is
reprinted here with our thanks:
On November 23rd at about mid-day, I parked on the northside
of Morro Rock to watch the surfers with my family. A full sized,
heavy barnacled grey whale came out of the water vertically, ex-
posing somewhere between 20 and 30% of his length. The animal was
only 200-300 feet from the beach. This spyout procedure was re-
peated in excess of a dozen times in approximately the same spot.
After the exposed portion of the body was fully extended,
on several occasions, the animal rotated approximately 90 degrees,
causing one to believe it was looking around. This procedure
occurred just seaward from a point where the waves were preaking.
In between spyouts the animal could be seen swimming about in a
very confined area. A number of surfers were less than 100 feet
from the animal. As with the Loch Ness monster, I didn't have
a camera.
Otter Symposium
The International Otter Symposium will be held at the University of
California, Santa Cruz, on August 6-10, 1985. The Symposium has
been scheduled to precede the International Theriological Congress,
which will be held in Edmonton, Alberta, so that interested foreign
participants might attend both. Papers are solicited on all aspects
of otter biology, conservRtion, and management. For additional
information contact: International Otter Symposium, Center for
Marine Studies, University of California, Santa Cruz, CA. 95064.
The listing of marine mammal sightings which is normally included
each month in SOUNDINGS will not appear in this issue. Alan
Baldridge, who compiles the observations, is on vacation in
India, hopefully compiling sightings of another nature. Instead
of this regular feature, your editors bring you a collage of art
works from ~hildren of all ages. Enjoyl
'.
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HELP!
Our Monterey Bay Chapter of ACS desperately needs more help from
our membership. If you could possibly contribute only a few hours
monthly, work would be light for everyone, and more time would be
found for fun activites. Please check the categories below and be
so kind as to affix your "John Hancock" and phone number. ACS
members are all interesting, fun and, most especially, people
dedicated to preserving the ocean environment. You'd enjoy
working with us, and we'd surely enjoy having you!
ACS - Monterey Bay Chapter Board
Membership
Correspondence
Newsletter
Conservation
Special Events
Name
----------------
Phone
----------
Our meetings, as you know, are the last Thursday of each month.
WHAT KIND OF PROGRAMS WOULD YOU LIKE?
WOULD YOU PREFER ANOTHER LOCATION? IF SO, WHERE?
Please return form to: Jean Theisen
1080 Sawmill Gulch Rd.
Pebble Beach, CA. 93953
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Next Meeting: Thursday, March 28 7:30 PM
Location: Pisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station
Pacific Grove
Speaker: Dr. Robert Lea, Biologist with the California Department
of Fish and Game
Topic: El Nino: its Effects on ~1arine Life in California
El Ni~o has become a familiar term to many people since the
winter storms of 1982-83 brought the phenomenon so forcefully to
our attention. Dr. Lea, an authority on the distribution of
California fishes, has been closely involved with scientific studies
off our coast. His work, though mainly focused on the effects of
the warm water trend on fish, also relates to marine mammals which
depend on certain species for food. He will discuss how El Nino
develops, its worldwide implications, and the strange and unusual
creatures which have appeared as a result in Monterey Bay.
RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
Gray Whale - In addition to those females with recently born calves
reported in the last January SOUNDINGS, the fillowing were reported:
On Jan. 9, a cow/calf pair off Asilomar, P. G. (B. Head). Approx.
6-10 cow/calf pairs were observed by NMFS whale counters at Granite
Canyon, Big Sur, in mid January (C. d'Yincent). On Jan. 18, a pair
at Hopkins Marine Station, P. G. (J. Cooper) and at Marina State
Beach on Jan. 27 (R. Royer). Cow/calf pairs were at Lovers' Point,
P. G. on Feb. 3 (D. Shearwater) and Feb. 4 (K. Lyons). Other Gray
Whale observations included a whale with a half-severed tail stock,
possibly a ship collision (?) at Otter Pt., P.G. on Jan. 12 (B. Head).
An all-white individual was at Rocky Pt., Big Sur, on Jan. 21 (C. d'Yin-
cent). Whales are usually late in appearing at Hopkins Marine Station,
where they were frequently seen after 16-17 Jan. by the NMFS whale
counters at Granite Canyon (C. d'Yincent). The first northbound whales
were noted at Rocky Pt. on Feb. 13 (B. Godwin), reaching a peak aboul
March 9 (A. Baldridge).
Pacific White-sided Dolphin - Fewer reports than usual this winter. On
March 9, 100 animals, with Northern right whale dolphins, 5 miles west
ot Cypress Pt., P. B. (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater).
Common Dolphin - Continues to be extraordinarily numerous. On Jan. 7,
3+ animals were off Moss Landing (E. Matthews). On Jan. 23, l5ll-
200 animals going north at Granite Canyon (M. Dalhiem, NMFS) and on
Feb. 17, 400 animals were 4 miles wnw of Pt. Pinos (D. Shearwater).
On Feb. 2~50 were 8-9 miles off Moss Landing (MLML Transect, J.
Guerrero). Finally, a subadult male was stranded alive at Pacific
Yalley, Big Sur, on March 3. It was taken to Marine World where it died
the next day (Mont. Co. SPCA).
Northern Right-whale Dolphin - On March 9, 100 animals were with white-
sided dolphins 5 miles west of Cypress Pt. (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater).
Harbor Porpoise - Reported, as usual, only from the NE part of Monterey
Bay, with 3-4 animals off Pajaro Dunes, Santa Cruz Co., on Jan. 14
(MLML Trans., J. Guerrero).
Dall's Porpoise - On Jan. 14, 9 low-riding animals were over the Sub-
marine Canyon (MLML Trans.). On Jan. 26, 12 animals, including two
mother/calf pairs, were 6 miles west of Pt. Joe, P. B. (A. Baldridge,
D. Shearwater). On Feb. 10, 4 were 4 miles west of Pt. Pinos (D.
Shearwater). On Feb. 28, 2 animals were off Moss Landing (MLML TRans).
Orca - Unus~allr frequent. with 5 sightings and 2 more for which details
not yet uvallab e. On Jan. 8. 8 animals were seen moving north 4 miles
south of Esalen. Big Sur (per D. Benedetti). On Jan. 13. possibly the
same pod (8 whales) was followed south one mile off Pt. Lobos (G. Moffatt.
Foothill College). They caused Gray Whales to take evasive behavior. On
Feb. 11. 3 animals travelled north off Bixby Creek. Big Sur (L. Shelly).
On March 6. 8 animals followed the Bay shoreline from Ft. Ord to Pt.
Pinos (A. Baldridge) and the same pod was seen off Long Marine Lab •• UCSC.
on March 8 (T. Dohl). Four of these reports may refer to the same pod.
Northern Elephant Seal - An adult male marked "FIF" appeared on Lovers'
Point Beach. P. G•• on Jan. 23, a possible refugee from the melee at
Ano Nuevo.
Red SWimming Crab (Pleuroncodes) - This warm-water species continued to
drift ashore in swarms throughout the period. They are reported to have
reached the Golden Gate and Bodega Head for the first time.
Basking Shark - On March 6. a fresh 23 foot male of this. the world's
second largest fish. was found on Carmel River Beach (A. Baldridge.
D. Elber).
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MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
Next Meeting: Thursday, April 25, 1985 7:30 PM
;.
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station,
Pacific Grove
Speakers: Tom Kieckhefer and Jani.ce Waite
Topic: Observing the Behavior and Sounds of Humpbacks and Orcas:
an Overview of Recent Research.
This month's presentation will be shared by two speakers. Tom
Kieckhefer, a student at Moss Landing Marine Labs, will give an over-
view of Humpback behavior, both in Hawaii and in Alaska, including
feeding and recently-noted signs uf aggression and competition among
these whales. His studies were carried out under the direction of
Professor Louis Herman of the University of Hawaii. Janice Waite,
from U C Santa Cruz, will cover work done last summer on Orcas off
NE Vancouver Island, British Columbia. The emphasis of her studies
was on vocalizations, in particular whether specific pods of Orcas
have recognizable dialects and whether it will eventually be possible
to recognize sounds from individual animals. Both Tom and Janice will
be showing slides and playing tapes to illustrate their observations,
and will explain some of the special research methods they have been
using.
-!:
RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATION~
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
Gray Whale - The northward migration has been in full swing since the
last report. Grays were especially abundant· from 9-20 March.•
Cow/calf pairs were seen on April 6 near "A" Buoy off Ft. Ord (A.
Baldridge, D. Shearwater) and at Granite Canyon, Big Sur on April 8
(J. Houk, DFG). In early April northbound animals started to appear
off Hopkins Marine Station, and 2-3 there on April 3 were the first in
a month.
In other observation~a whale was reported caught in a gillnet in
the Horro Bay area on April 2. It could not be found subsequently -
its fate is unknown (C. Haugen, DFG). The Monterey Pen. Herald on
April 6, illustrated a yearling Gray killed in a fishing net at San
Diego.
Most bizarre of all, a Gray without tail flukes was seen swimming
north at Esalen, Big Sur, on AprilS (L. Larson). Several injured
Grays such as this one, presumed to have been struck by a large ship,
have been reported occasionally before. This is the first local report.
Humpback - A single animal was seen in an area of krill concentration
9 miles west of Moss Landing on AprilS (N. Lemon). This is the
first reported Humpback sighting of the spring.
Pacific White-sided Dolphin - A school of 30-40 animals together with
20 Risso's Dolphins was seen! mile n.w. of Pt. Pinos on March 15
(R. Ternullo, Pt. Sur Clipper). Schools of 8 and 24 were encountered
6 miles n. of Pt. Pinos on March 17 (D. Shearwater) and a dozen were
I! miles w. of Cypress Pt. on March 22 (R. Ternullo).
Common Dolphin - A huge school of 300+ was seen 2 miles w. of Seal Rock,
Pebble Beach, on February 22 (R. Ternullo).
Risso's Dolphin - Small groups were reported throughout this period.
Four to six animals were H miles n.e. of "A" Buoy off Ft. Ord on
March 12 (P. Mason) and 20 animals were in a mixed school with 30-40
Pacific white-sided dolphins t mile n.w. of Pt. Lobos on Harch 15.
Another 8 were seen 2 3/4 mile s.w. from Pte Pino~ on March 24 (D.
Shearwater). Twenty animals were sighted 3t miles s.w. of Pt. Sur and
10 were I! miles w. of Pt. Lobos on AprilS (R. Ternullo). A group of
13 was 3 miles w. of Pt. Pinos on April 6 (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater).
Harbor Porpoise - A 173 em. adult female was found dead on Boardwalk
Beach, Santa Cruz, on March 7. The skeleton was taken to UCSC (R. Wells).
Dall's Porpoise - Seven animals in their usual area 7 miles w. of Moss
Landing on April 6 (A. Baldridge. D. Shearwater).
Orca - Multiple sightings from last month carried over to this perioll.
Two males were close to Moss Landing on Feb. 22 (D. Campos, Miss Monterey).
A pod of 10-12 was reported off Lobos Rocks, Soberanes Pt., on Feb. 23
(J. Oliver, Captain Randy). Also on Feb. 23, a pod of 10 (5 males) was
16 ~les w. of Moss Landing (R. Ternullo, D. Campos). The pod of 8
reported off Long Marine Labs., UCSC, on March 8 was also seen off
Hopkins Marine Station near the Mile Buoy (R. Ternullo). About 7 animals
moved north 5 miles n. of San Simeon and 2 miles offshore on March IS,
feeding on large fish (salmon?) (USCG fide R. Jameson, USFWS). Next
day on 16 March that same pod was seen in mid Bay 16 miles w. of Moss
Landing (R. Ternullo, D. Campos) and later still just west of Long
Marine Lab. (R. Wells). A bent-finned adult male was seen both days.
On the following day, March 17, Orcas variously reported as 3 and 3+2
were in inner Carmel Bay at Whalers' Cove, Pt. Lobos, Carmel Meadows,
and close to Carmel River State Beach (H. Beach, L. and L. Langstroth,-
H. Mollet). Two bulls were I! miles w. of Pt. Joe, Pebble Beach on
~farch 17 (R. Ternullo) and the same 2 were over Chase Reef off Otter Pt.,
P. G. (J. Cusmeyer). None have been reported since.
California Sea Lion - The spring peak is building up as animals pass
through the Bay going south. On April 6, 400-500 were on the Monterey
Breakwater (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater) .
• Northern Elephant Seal - An immature animal was spotted at sea 9 miles
w. of Moss Landing on April 6 (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater). Weaned pups
and/or yearlings were picked up from Carmel Beach on March 28, and
from Pfeiffer Beach on Harch 30. They were taken to Calif. Marine
Mammal Center (Mont. Co. S.P.C.A.).
Harbor Seal - One was seen eating red pelagic crabs (Pleroncides) at
Hopkins Marine Station on March 20 (A. Baldridge), The first surviving
pup of this season was found at Bird Island, Pt. Lobos, on the early
date of March 31, where it has since been seen repeatedly (R. Frank,
J. Harrison). Pupping will peak in late April and early May in our
local rookeries. An 'abandoned' pup was picked up at Yankee Pt. and
sent to Calif. Marine Mammal Center on April 1 (Mont. Co. S.P.C.A.).
Bonus Species
Red Pelagic Crabs (Pleuroncodes)- continued to be abundant throughout
the past month. Gulls, apparently satiated, have turned to anchovies
for sustenance.
Market Squid - Calamari have returned to Honterey Bay to spawn, and
1-2 tons per day have been landed since about March 27. It is too early
to predict whether populations will return to normal abundance after
EI Nino, or whether this influx will be short-lived.
Great White Shark - A small individual of 7-8 feet was seen around
party fishing boats about 9 miles w. of Moss Landing on April 6
(R. Ternullo).
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MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
Next Meeting: Thursday, May 30 I Cf8")' 7: 30 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station,
Pacific Grove
Speaker: Milos Radakovich
Topic: San Nicolas Island
San Nicolas is a small, out-of-the-way island in the Santa Barbara
Basin chain. The island is under U.S. Navy control and is operated as
part of the Pacific Missile Test Center facilities at Pte Mugu Naval
Air Station north of Santa Barbara. In spite of being the outermost of
the Channel Islands, San Nicolas is currently in the middle of some
fairly intense controversy. Much of the interest stems from a recent
proposal to translocate a small self-sustaining population of sea
otters to the island to serve as a reserve pool of animals should the
coastal population be negatively impacted (read"wiped out") by an ac-
cidental oil spill. There are many sides to this issue and everybody
has an opinion (or two).
In order to better gauge the impact of the proposed translocation,
the Federal Fish and Wildlife Service has been sending staff biologists
to the island for the past five years to monitor current intertidal
ecosystems and to establish baseline data for future reference. In
March of this year, Milos was invited to accompany F&WS Biologist
Glen VanBlaricom for a six-day fielel survey of the island. The evening's
program will be a narrated slide presentation of this trip and some of
the iSland's natural and un-natural history.
CIIAPTER NEWS
Our Thanks to Alison!
AfLer creating both the job and the file, Alison Tomlin ended an astonish-
ing four-year term as Chapter Historian in April. The history of ACS
Monterey Bay is a lively one - - ap(tmpressive array of speakers
(such as Ken Norris on dolphins and Eugene Haderlie on whale barnacles),
of encounters with animals (most recently a huge elephant seal at
Lovers' Point beach), of marine mammal cruises (with Milos Radakovich,
Jud Vandevere and Alan Baldridge), of chapter celebrations and craft
events ..• and a collection of SOUNDINGS from issue #1. With Alison's
no mess, no bother approach there's a fascinating compilation which
has grown with loving attention. Thank you, Alison, from all of us!
The collection must be continued who will do it? Just call 375-1658
and say, "Yes, I'll be historian."
Tiger, Tiger ...•
On Friday, May 17 (this week!), ACS President Esta Lee Albright will
host Jo Stallard's environmental program "What on Earth". Her guests
will be Alan and Sheila Baldridge who will be sharing some of their
recent experiences in the tiger preserves of India. So tune your
radios to KAZU 90.3 FM from 7 to 8 PN and join them for some fascinating
tales and observations.
SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
Gill Netting - a Success Story
For more than a year now, local environmentalists have trekked up and
down the coast from Santa Barbara to Sacramento attending meetings and
hearings and recruiting support in an effort to outlaw gill netting
in Central California waters. Their time and dedication have finally
paid off. In a recent decision (March 14) the State Senate voted
unanimously in favor of a bill presented by Senator Ken Maddy of Fresno
which, in effect, prohibits the use of gill and trammel nets (both
entangling mechanisms) in coastal waters out to the 15 fathom curve
(about a 90 foot depth) from northern Santa Barbara County to the
Farallon Islands near San Francisco. This area basically corresponds
to the range of the Southern Sea Otter, but otters have by no means
been the only net-drowning victims. Hundreds of other marine mammals
and sea birds have been documented victims (see Alan's observations
re Harbor Porpoise this month). Tom Kieckhefer, our April speaker,
will be spending the summer studying the heartbreaking results of
encounters between gill nets and Dall's porpoises in the Pacific
Northwest. A little closer to home, San Pedro Chapter member Bob
talbot reports a recent experience with a dead whale wrapped in a gill
net. which then wrapped around Bob and almost cost him his life. And.
taken from the ACS Los Angeles Chapter newsletter, is the following
article by Tom Lewis ACS/LA Conservation Chair:
On March 31, 1985, ACS/LA sponsored our last all-day whale watch
on board the SEA SPORT. At approximately 11:30, while eating lunch near
Whale Rock (Point Vincente), we received a call from one of the Catalina
whale watch boats informing us of a gray whale entangled in a gill net
about 11 miles north of Avalon in mid-channel. The animal was apparently
near eXhaustion. lying listlessly on the surface. While debating the
merits of an effort on our part to find the whale, we were informed
that the California Department of Fish and Game was on its way to do
what could be done to help the entangled animal. Today [4/1/85} I
learned that the Fish and Game officers never left the dock. Apparently
3
they had a problem finding a skipper and an engineer to run the boat.
As of now. the whale has not been found and is probably still drifting
somewhere in the channel.
From our very rough estimates. this is somewhere between nine and
fourteen gray whales that have been observed to be entangled in gill
nets in our immediate area this year. This is only an estimate of
animals that have actually been observed. The total number is undoubted-
ly much higher. Gray whales encounter gill nets throughout the entire
migration route, and similar fatalities may be expected in all areas
that are heavily fished with gill nets.
Gill net fishermen are very aware of this problem, and are also
interested in a workable solution. Gill nets are very expensive. and each
time a whale swims into a net, it costs the owner of the net a consider-
able amount of money. In the future we will be attempting to set up
a meeting with the fishermen to exchange ideas and begin to formulate a
mutually agreeable solution to this very serious and complicated problem.
Congratulations and thanks are due those who have worked so long and
hard for the passage of this bill, and to our legislators who did not
turn a deaf ear.
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CONSERVATION REPORT
Oil Drilling Update
Recen~ly a rather lengthy packet of information on oil drilling was
distributed by local Assemblyman Sam Farr's office. He is joining 3
other coastal Assembly members (Lucy Ki1lea-San Diego, Dan Hauser-
Arcata, and Jack O'Connell-Santa Barbara) in spearheading a campaign
to recruit letters in opposition to Federal offshore oil leasing.
Recently the EPA announced that permission had been granted to a private
engineering firm to drill the first test wells for oil and gas off the
Northern California coast. Drilling is slated to occur at 32 sites,
and fears are mounting that the project will ultimately lead to large-
scale leasing and permanent damage to the coastal environment and to
marine inhabitants of our coastal waters. The following information
is excerpted from Assemblyman Farr's packet in the hopes that our ACS
readers will write letters of protest. We need to act quickly!
"You can help by writing the Environmental Affairs
and informing him of your views. He is required by law
the concerns in your letter to the federal government.
to the Environmental Affairs Secretary at the following
Mr. Gordon Duffy
Secretary of Environmental Affairs
1102 Q Street
Sacramento, CA. 95814
Secretary
to tran!';mit
You can write
address:
have the time, you should also inform two important
about your support for a continued moratorium until the
Hearings will soon be held on this subject. You should
..
\
q
If you
congressmen
year 2000.
write to:
The Honorable Sidney Yates
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
The Honorable Norman Dicks
House of Representatives
Washington. D.C. 205J5 "
RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
r
Gray Whale - This was the peak period for mother/calf pairs. At Granite
Canyon. Big Sur. at least one pair was seen on most days from April 8.
with two pairs on May 4 (J. Houk, DFG). Elsewher~ mother/calf pairs
were seen at Pigeon Point, San Mateo Co. on.April 17 (D. Shearwater);
3 such pairs at Cypress P~, Pebble Beach on May 1 (J. Dart); 1 pair
at Hopkins Marine Station, Pacific Grove on May 2 (P. Barnett, C. H.
Baxter) and 2 pairs at Pt. Lobos that day (J. VAndevere). The migration
corridors used by mother/calf pairs and other Grays is being closely
studied at Pt. Piedras Blancas, Sen Luis Obispo Co. (M. Poole).
Humpback - 1-2 animals were on the north side of the Monterey Canyon
on April 27 (R. Ternullo, Pt. Sur Clipper). Humpbacks are rarely re-
ported in the spring.
Minke Whale - Early appearances of a single individual' were reported
off Granite Canyon on April 10. At least 2 were seen on April 16 and 26,
and one was spotted there on May 6 (J. Houk, DFG).
Common Dolphin - This species was last reported in the Bay on February
22. Perhaps the massive EI Nino-driven invasion is finally over ?
Risso's Dolphin - Spawning squid in abundance is presumed to be the
reason for several inshore reports. A school of 25 (including juveniles)
was off the Monterey Holiday Inn on April 11 (D. Gotshall, DFG) and
30-40 were just off Pt. Joe, Pebble Beach on April 16 (S. and J. Harrison)
Five were seen near "A" Buoy off Ft. Ord on April 18 (A. Baldridge) and
groups of 4 and 2 were spotted over the Monterey Canyon on May 1
(M. Newcomer, MLML). ~
Harbor Porpoise - Twelve - 14 animals were off Pajaro Dunes, Santa Cruz
Co., on April 11 (M. Newcomer, MLML Transect), and a 155cm. female
was found dead on the beach at Monterey Dunes Colony that same day.
It showed gillnet scars and cuts (R. Wells, USCG).
Dall's Porpoise - Two mother/calf' pairs were observed on April 26 on
the Bay (D. Shearwater). Small young are rarely identified in local
waters.
Orca - The unusually numerous reports of this species have continued
as follows: a pod of 5 off Bixby Creek Bridge, Big Sur, moving south
(A. and L. Shelly); a pod of 6 (including 2 bulls) was close to Cypress
Pt. on April 30, eventually moving northwest (J. Vandevere, J. Ames,
E. Faurot); a pod of 8 (which included one large bull and a calf)
travelled north at Pacific Valley, south of Big Sur, on May 7 (R.
Jameson, USFWS).
California Sea Lion - No heavy southward migration has been observed
so far this spring. Abundant squid in the bay is providing food for
many.
Northern Elephant Seal - 11 pups were tagged on a remote South Monterey
Co. beach in early March, from 2 or more harems. This colony is of .- ...-~
recent origin (R. Jameson, USFWS). A yearling came ashore to molt
at Cypress Pt. on May 2 (J. Vandevere).
-- .Harbor Seal - New pups are everywhere in this, their spring peak of /- ~ -
birthing (tra la la). Three were seen at Seal Rock and 2 at Cypres.s _-'
Pt., both in Pebble Beach. on April 14 (J. Harrison) and 2 new pups
were at Hopkins Marine Station on April 26, together with a red-colored
adult (A. Baldridge). On April 29, a census at Pt. Lobos showed no
fewer than 38 pups, together with 104 adults (S. McBreen, et al).
Among the latter was an orange/red individual. Susan McBreen, docent
at Pt. Lobos, was extremely fortunate to observe and document the
actual birth of pups (onshore) at Bird Island on April 16 and 22.
Southern Sea Otter - The Monterey Peninsula from Monterey State Beach
south to Pt. Lobos revealed 208 independent adults. 28 juveniles
and 21 woolly pups on May 2 (J. Vandevere st al). This was part of a
complete otter census undertaken by USFWS, DFG and collaborators.
Details will be published elsewhere.
Bonus Species:
Red Swimming Crab Pleuroncodes planipes - swarmed ashore at Carmel
Beach and Stillwater Cove, Pebble Beach, on April 16 (D. Singleton,
S. Harrison), and at Spanish Bay on April 30 (A. Baldridge). Huge
numbers were entrapped in the Monterey Marina at the end of April.
Market Squid - Large catches were taken off the Pacific Grove/Monterey
shoreline beginning in mid-April, over a month earlier than usual.
The catch exceeded 100 tons on some days. This is the first good
year since 1982, prior to El Nino. Calamari-lovers, enjoy!
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MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
"f~Next Meeting: Thursday, June 27th 7:30 PM
Location: Fisher' Laboratory Building,
Hopkins ,Marine Station, Pacific Grove
Speaker: KEN NICHOLSON
Topic: The Seasonal Distribution and Migration of the
California Sea Lion in the Monterey Bay Area.
KEN NICHOLSON, one of our Research Grant Award win-
ners this year, is just completing work for his
Master's Degree at the Moss Landing Marine Labs.
He has spent the last thr~e years tracing the
whereabouts of the sea lions which spend much of
their non-breeding time in or near Monterey Bay.
Where and what do they eat? When do they head
south to breed? This inventive young man designed
a special capture cage which has proved especially
helpful in treating injur3d animals and he spent
time experimenting with different kinds of paint
to mark the large adults. An aggressive, 800 pound
animal is not to be treatad lightly. Many of us
who live even a considerable distance from the
{~ Coas t Gua r d brea kwate rca n s till heart h0 s e fa mi - / r, :r.' "
c. liar "honks" on quiet nights, and if you've ever 11> j \,
wondered about the animals, now is the time to
learn some answers. l 'O~;""~- . ,.' _ - ~ -~ ,..--- -." _._e_ .. "'"I lJl' i.~~ l"'.J __ " •• _e',
.--
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CALIFORNIA MARINE MAMMAL CENTER
The POST Cereal division of General
Foods has initiated a campaign to
assist the California Marine Mam-
mal Center which has done so much
.in years past to rescue and reha-
bilitate sick or injured pinnipeds
·from Northern and Central California,
including many from Monterey Bay.
If you already buy one of the de-
signated cereals (see at right)--
or don't mind trying something new,
send in a couple of box tops and
give California seals a chance!
Help the California Marine Mammal Center
rescue sick, injured and distressed marine
mammals along the California coastline. Send
in boxtops from any naturally sweet Grape-
Nu~ brand cereals through July I, 1985 and
General Foods will donate 25 cenls to the Cal·
~ii.(ij,et1iJ
For more information, Call
331·SEAL
.0..... foada will ckmale ..,. '" $10,000
RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by: Alan Baldrigde
GRAY WHALE: The northbound migration continues into the
present period, with 9 cow/calf pairs sighted from the air
in the Half M~on Bay area, San Mateo Co., on May 8-9 (T. Dahl,
UCSC). Also there were single sightings from Granite Canyon.
z.
Big Sur, on May 17 and 24 (J. 1I0llk, DFG). The last report
is that of two adults, westbound, skirting the kelp beds
from Lovers Point toward Point Pinos, on the evening of
May 28 (M. & D. Radakovich, ACS).
HUMPBACK: 7-11 animals between nlid-April and early May, sighted
during aerial surveys (T. Dahl, lICSC).
MINKE: A single Minke Whale was reported, independently, by two
sets of observers in inner Carmel Bay on May 17 (L. &L.
Langstroth and M. Chaffey). Another sighting in the same area,
possibly the same animal, on May 27 (G. McGowan. Pt. Lobos).
Singles were observed every 2-3 days off Granite Canyon until
May 20 (J. Houk. DFG). One or more were seen off Rocky Point,
Big Sur, on June 1 (R. Ternullo, Point Sur Clipper).
PACIFIC WHITE SIDED DOLPHIN: A school of 40-60 animals about
5 miles south of Santa Cruz on May 14 (J. Christman, R.V.
Scammon. UCSC). and 50-60 in that area on May 30 (R. Ternullo).
RISSO'S DOLPHIN: A group of 20 animals near Mile Buoy, off
Hopkis Marine Station, on May 8 and 9 (T. Hahn, A. Baldridge).
Spawning sqiud were presumed to be the attraction. They were
considered a "regular feature" in that area for about a month
prior to May II (R. Ternullo). A dead 2.3m male Risso's found
on Fort Ord beach. south of Stillwell Hall, on May 23 (Moss
Landing Marine Lab students). These animals are rarely found
dead in this area. Another 12 Risso's were in Monterey Bay on
May 27 (R. Ternullo).
HARBOR PORPOISE: Twenty animals observed 3 miles SE of the
Cement Ship. Capitola, Santa Cruz Co •• on May 14 (G. Silber
and J. Guerrero on R.V. Ricketts). A 1.45m male (long dead)
found at Monterey Dunes Colony beach and a 1.6m animal (mum-
mified) found south of Stillwell Hall, Fort Ord; both on May 23.
DALL'S PORPOISE: Small numbers reported, as usual, by local
party boat skippers.
ORCA: A pod of 6-8 animals (incl. 1 adult male) just outside
the Bay west of Moss Landing on Feb. 6 (previously unreported)
(G. Silber and M. Newcomer on R.V. McArthur, while on a NMFS!NOAA
Harbor Porpoise survey). Four or more individuals sighted on
May 11, northbound from Carmel Bay toward Point Pinos. The
group included at least two males (R. Ternullo). Three animals
sighted 5 miles south of Santa Cruz, and remained in area for
3! hours (J. Christman).
NORTHERN ELEPHANT SEAL: Far fewer (only 2-3) sick animals
reported to SPCA this year (L. Hoeffler).
HARBOR SEAL: Pups at Hopkins Marine Station increased this year,
with 4 sighted on May 13 (A. Baldridge). A maximum of 10 pups
counted at Cypress Point on May 29 (J. Vandevere, as part of
DFG Statewide Harbor Seal CEnsus). Only 4 or 5 pups picked up
and taken to SPCA this year, compared to last year's 10-15
pick-ups (L.Hoeffler).
SOUTHERN SEA OTTER: Single animals were ashore at low tide in
at least two locations on the Peninsula. Mother and pup observed
feeding on red pelagic (harbor?) crabs in Monterey marina, only
biting off the tails and dicarding the remaind~r,~M., Ra~ako~ich).
BONUS SPECIES
VELELLA: Velella velella, or "By-the-Wind-Sailor"; scattered
individuals were noted at sea off Point Pinos on May 27 (R.
Ternullo), and small numbers, all small individuals, washed up
on the beaches around Moss Landing.
PELAGIC CRABS: The "Red Swimming Crab" Pleuroncodes planipes,
continues to be abundant in Monterey Harbor at this time.
4
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MARINE ART EXHIBIT
"To live on the land we must learn from the sea" are words
from a poster showing two dolphins in the water column, with
shades of green, blue, Rnd white, by the painter George Sumner.
The words also describe the feelings at the opening of the Marine
Art Exhibit at Ingrid's Gallery in Los Altos on June 2nd. Sumner's
whales, dolphins, and plunging coastlines were joined by the art
of Robert Lyn Nelson to present a series of posters whose sales
benefit organizations for the conservation of marine life (inclu-
ding ACS Monterey). Nelson's bi-level views of whales and dolphins
off the coast of Maui give startling relationships of sea to land;
the island, Lahaina, the boats and wharves are insignificant when
compared to the underwater views below -- whales, dolphins, sharks,
tropical fish, rockfaces, and reefs. The large posters are beauti-
ful reproductions of the artists' original paintings and sell for
$25 unframed, and $85 framed. The opening brought several famous
marine artists of the west coast: Pieter Folkens, Larry Foster,
I '
George Sumner, Glenn Heath, and Our own Randy Puckett (also first
President of ACS Monterey) and Chris Bell, of Pacific Grove.
In all, nine artists are featured in the show and the Quality of
the art is exceptionally high.
The show remains through June 30; Monday - Saturday, 10-5:30,
and is well worth the trip to Los Altos.
DIRECTIONS: From the Monterey area, take Hwy 1 North; then either
Hwys 17 or 101 to Int 280 North. Exit lnt 280 at Los ALtos,
turning right at El Monte Rd. Proceed to Foothill Blvd. and turn
left. Turn right onto Main St. to the gallery, at 243 Main.
ACS MONTEREY was represented by Jean Theisen and Esta Lee
Albright. With ACS literature in hand, they joined old friends
from the Marine Hammal Canter, Greenpeace, and the Lorna Prieta
Chapter of the Sierra Club at an information table. The owners
and staff of Ingrid's Gallery are to be commended for mounting a
stunning show and giving marine conservation a boost.
ACS NATIONAL
The American Cetacean Society
Nalional Headquarters
P.O. Box 2639
SilO Pedro, CA 90731
(213) 548·6279
LOCAL CHAPTERS
BoSlon, MA
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MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
Next Meeting: Thursday, July 25, ]985 7:30 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station,
Pacific Grove
Speaker: Jonathan Stern
Topic: Biology and Behavior of the Minke Whale
Minke Whales, the smallest of the baleen whales known as rorquals,
are difficult to observe and follow. Though occurring in Monterey Bay
with relative frequency (see Alan's Marine Mammal Observations for the
month), they have an inconspicuous blow and a tendency to change direc-
tions which has led to their nickname 'Sli~ky Minke'. Jon Stern, a
Master's student at San Francisco State University, has spent parts of
the last five years studying Minkes in the Puget Sound area of Washing-
ton State. Using recognisably marked animals, including nine 'all __ stars'
which have been present each year, the team has been able to glean
information about three distinct groups. Jon has accumulated data
on feeding behavior, social interactions, and interactions with assoc-
iated species such as Orcas and Dall's Porpoises.
Minkes have been, and still are, quite heavily hunted, and an
understanding of their biology and behavior is very important to wise
decisions in the future.
}
L. \
SUNDAY MORNINGS ON THE BAY
Summer's here and it's time for our annual Summer Marine Mammal
Cruise series. The Shake family, long time members and supporters of
ACS-Monterey and owners of the PRINCESS MONTEREY. has once again of-
fered to help us to raise money for our education and research grant
programs on marine mammals. The Princess is a 100-foot luxury yacht.
berthed in Monterey. and outfitted for day-cruising on the Bay.
Even though the Grays aren't around this time of year. Summer
can be a very exciting time to be on the water. A glance at this is-
sue's Marjne Mammal Observations gives a glimpse of the variety of
creatures which abound in and around Monterey Bay in July and August.
Depending on the previous days' sightings, our cruises may take us to
Carmel Bay. over the Monterey Submarine Canyon. or out to the edge of
the continental shelf in search of dolphins or blue whales.
The cruises are scheduled for SUNDAYS. JULY 21 and JULY 28. from
8:00 to 11:00 AM. Boarding will begin at 7:30 at the end of Fisher-
man's Wharf. Tickets are $15 for adults, $5 for children under 12.
** For additional information and ticket reservations, call 372-2203.
You may~nt to bring a camera and binoculars. You should wear
~ and wind proof clothing. Definitely bring your friends!
A large portion of the ticket sales total will be donated to
ACS-Monterey, so join us and help us help the marine mammals of the
Central California coast.
The programs funded include the Marine Mammal Rescue Team (also
known as the Beachwatchers), monthly Soundings newsletter, monthly
lecture series on marine topics, and multiple $500 research grants
every year to selected students at local marine studies facilities.
-
RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
Gray Whale - It is not surprising that there were no reports during
this period.
Humpback - Small numbers were concentrated to the south and west of
the Farallon Islands, San Francisco Co., around June 19 (T. Dohl,
UCSC). An animal thought to be of this species was spotted t mile
off Yankee Pt., Carmel Highlands, July 7 (F. Ciesla).
Blue Whale - No reports so far this season.
Minke Whale - One seen off Pajaro Dunes, Santa Cruz Co., on July 4
(K. Sekiguchi, MLML); 2 off Granite Canyon, Rocky Pt., Big Sur, on
June 18 (J. Houk); 4 seen there on the following day. Two animals
were feeding very close to Pt Joe, Pebble Beach, on June 18 (J.
Stern). Minkes were seen with some regularity from shore at Piedras
Biancas, SLO Co., including one one June 24 (R. Jameson, USFWS). One
was reported off Blue Fish Cove, Pt. Lobos, on June 25 (R. Lea, DFG).
One was followed from Pt. Lobos north towards Cypress Pt, Pebble Beach,
on July 9 (J. Stern). Minkes have not so far been reported off the
Hopkins Marine Station/Pacific Grove shoreline this summer (A. Baldridge).
Pacific White-sided Dolphin - A huge school of 500 animals was seen
off Carmel Highlands on June 19 (D. Lemon, Star of Monterey).
Harbor Porpoise - Ten animals were in the usual area off Pajaro Dunes
200 meters from shore on June 4 (K. Sekiguchi, MLML); and two were
4 miles northwest of 'A' Buoy on June 17 (J. Stern). Five animals
were near 'A' Buoy and 15 were close to Pajaro Dunes on July 9
(MLML Transect).
Dall's Porpoise - 'fhree animals were seen between Pt. Pinos and the
Whistle Buoy on June 18. These were exceptionally close to shore
in Pacific Grove (J. Stern). Small numbers were reported as usual by
party boat skippers.
Orca - A pod of 8 animals was present for 6 hours near Piedras Blancas.
SLO Co., on June 21. They departed in a northerly direction (R.
Jameson, USFWS). A single animal was spotted in rough seas 2 miles
northwest of Pt. Pinos on June 29 (D. Lemon).
Baird's Beaked Whale - A pod of 15 to 20 animals was seen 40 miles
southwest of Cypress Pt. from a sport albacore boat on July 1. This
is the first report of this rare species this year (R. Ternullo, Pt.
Sur Clipper).
Northern Elephant Seal - One was seen at sea off Pt. LObos on July 9
(J. Stern).
California Sea Lion - 120 were counted on MOnterey's Coast Guard Break-
water on May 31 (D. Shearwater). None were there on June 29 (A. Bald-
ridge. D. Shearwater). Two were at Pt. Lobos on June 30 (A. Baldridge).
Evidently a complete departure from our area this summer for the southern
breeding grounds has occurred.
Steller's Sea Lion - Two animals. neither an adult bull. were at Sea
Lion Rocks, Pt. Lobos, on June 30 (A. Bsldridge). One of them had been
observed for several days prior to this by R. Bethel. This species is
now uncommon, verging on rare, at local haulout sites.
Southern Sea Otter - Single animals were ashore at low tide in at least
two places on the Monterey Peninsula.
Bonus Species:
Aurelia - These medusae are back for the first time in numbers since
EI Nino CA. Baldridge, D. Shearwater).
Market Sguid - Only very small quantities have been taken since the huge
catches of April/May in southern Monterey Bay. A secondary spawning
run is looked for this fall (J. Hardwick, DFG).
Albacore - Warm waters brought these delicious tunas to within 40 miles
west of Pt. Sur on June 24. Perhaps this will be a good season locally
(J. Hardwick, DFG, to A. Baldridge).
Blue Shark - Numerous in northern Monterey Bay on June 29 (A. Baldridge,
D. Shearwater).
Sooty Shearwater The usual massive influx of these Australasian seabirds
brought an estimated 185,000 close to Rio Del Mar beach, Santa Cruz Co.
(D. Shearwater).
Brandt's and Pelagic Cormorants - Following the lean EI Nino years, both
species are having outstanding breeding success at Pt. Lobos this year
(A. Baldridge).
Warm welcome to Monterey Bay Chapter's two newest members,
Wally Lane and Herman Kroh!!
SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
Life After EI Nino
(The following material was released by the National Marine Fisheries
Service, division of NOAA, in May of this year.)
The warm, nutrient-poor, and unproductive ocean waters of the
past two years off central California are now once again returning to
a rich and productive state, according to Norm Abramson, Director of
the National Marine Fisheries Service, Southwest Fisheries Center
laboratory at Tiburon, CA. Evidence for this was collected during a
NMFS research cruise conducted on the NOAA Ship, David Starr Jordan,
in April, 1985, in the Gulf of the Farallones off San Francisco.
Biologists found that many forms of sea life which were previously
scarce during the warm water condition in 1983 and 1984 known as El
Nino are once again flourishing.
According to Pete Adams, fishery biologist and cruise leader on
the Jordan, small, shrimp-like crustaceans called euphausiids, or
'krill', are particularly abundant. The inch-long krill are important
prey for many local fish such as salmon, as well as sea birds and marine
mammals, and thus are a vital part of the marine ecosystem. Also found
in abundance were juvenile fishes, particularly this year's crop of
young rockfishes. As adults, these fish are the target of a large
Pacific Coast commercial fishery, and are variously called 'rockfish',
'rockcod', 'snapper', or 'ocean perch' in fish markets and restaurants.
Similar reports have come from biologists at the Tiburon Labora-
tory who, while diving, have observed vast swarms of small crustaceans
in areas closer to shore on the Mendocino Coast where they have been
scarce since EI Nino. Dr. Abramson believes that the the abundance
of young fish and invertebrates, both inshore and offshore, means good
news for both fishermen and consumers, both human and otherwise.
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MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
Next Meeting: Thursday. August 29 tq~~ 7:30 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building. Hopkins Marine
Station. Pacific Grove
Speaker: Judson Vandevere
Topic: The Sea Otter: an Update on Research
To most of us on the Monterey Peninsula and much further
afield. the name of Jud Vandevere is synonymous with the
Sea Otter. The sight of his familiar form. often hunched
over a telescope, is the first inkling that there is some-
thing interesting to see out in the Bay. Jud has spent
years recording otter antics and carefully accumulating
facts about their life history. their pups. breeding
activities and success. and their interaction with the
environment. At our August meetiing he will be sharing
his knowledge and experiences with us, bringing us up to
date on the latest bits of Sea Otter lore in the saga of
this most delightful of our local marine mammals.
CHAPTER NEWS
PRINCESS Sundays
This summer's "Sunday Morning on the Bay" cruises on July
21 and 28 were a great success. The first trip drew over
sixty ACS members and visitors, ready to defy the mists.
Initially, visibility was only a few hundred yards, but as
we left the harbor it got considerably worse. Only for a
short time, though. Soon the fog started to lift and. al-
though a high overcast remained, the air at the surface
became completely demistified. As you might have guessed
by the lengthy meterological dissertation, animal sightings
were not breathtaking. To be fair, we did see a trouffle
(group) of Risso's dolphins (sixteen. to be exact) and
maybe half a dozen (gleen) of albatross, along with the
customary (for this time of the year) shearwaters. auk lets
and phalaropes. The ride back was pretty uneventful
·except for the time when someone spotted blue sky as we
neared the marina. At times like this it is important to
bear in mind that just being out in the fresh air is good
for us and that much of the proceeds from the trip are
going to the ACS educational fund. Besides, the sea was
flat calm and no one felt compelled to surrender breakfast
to the gulls!
The July 28 trip was a different story, although not
at first. The sky was overcast, but the air was clear and
warm. and the sea was calm. Soon after leaving the harbor
and just after issuing the customary disclaimer about how
unpredictable summer trips are, we heard whale blows to
starboard. MINKIES! Not one, but two adult Minke whales.
less than a mile off Otter Point. They were heading Our
way and stayed with us, within SO yards at times. After
about fifteen minutes, our optimism renewed, we decided
to go on ahead and look for other animals. Once over the
submarine canyon (about 3 miles offshore) we came across
a large raft of shearwaters (sooty's. pink footed, and
3 albatross) and diving pelicans. Obviously, time for
brunch! Just then, we noticed more commotion in the water,
and someone called out "PORPOISE!". Sure enough, within
minutes we were surrounded by a dozen Dall's, riding the
bow and giving a memorable show. Too soon it was time to
go back, but everyone was pleased by the sightings and
we didn't mind. Just as we rounded Point Pinos, I glanced
back out and happened to see splasing water in the distance.
A look through my binoculars provided a truly unex~ected
sight. The Minkies we had seen earlier were breaching
just off the point. I counted twelve successive breaches,
some almost free of the water, before we sailed out of the
line of sight. A truly spectacular event!
Our thanks (once again) to the Shake family for
providing the PRINCESS MONTEREY and crew, and to Alan
Baldridge and Judson Vandevere for their scientific
expertise on the cruises.
(Our Chapter extends, also, a very special thanks to
Milos Radakovich for his presence at mike on both cruises,
and for this article!)
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MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
Next Meeting: Thursday, September 26 tcr~~ 7:30 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station,
Pacific Grove
Speaker: Gerry Loomis, Ranger, Point Lobos State Reserve
Topic: The Underwater World of Point Lobos
Point Lobos, considered by many to be the crown jewel of the
California State Park System, brings to mind visions of windswept
cypress trees, chaparral, sea-sculptured rocks, birds and sea lions
nesting and barking on off-shore islands. But to some. including our
speaker, Point Lobos is also a marine wonderland of giant kelp forests
inhabited by creatures and plants even more exotic than those on land.
The 775 acre Harine Reserve which fringes the Park was set aside iA1
1960 as the Nation's first protected underwater habitat. Gerry Loomis,
who has worked at the Park since 1980, is in charge of the volunteer
program there and is also Regional Diving.Co-ordinator. The many
hours he has spent underwater exploring the Reserve eminently qualify
him as our guide in the world beneath the sea at Point Lobos.
CHAPTER NEWS
PRINCESS MONTEREY Cruises
Our two Sunday Mornings on the Bay have brought a total of $1017
to our Chapter's treasury, thanks to the generosity of PRINCESS MONTEREY
owner Benji Shake and his crew. Benji has twice donated all proceeds
from these ACS-sponsored whale-watching trips to the Monterey Bay
Chapter. Last year, the PRINCESS revenue funded two Research Grants.
Thanks must also go to naturalists Alan Baldridge, Judson Vandevere,
and Milos Radakovich, whose invaluable expertise with marine life and
microphone made the trips a special pleasure for all.
MEMBERS, PLEASE TAKE·NOTE! The OCTOBER General Meeting is being
moved to Wednesday, October 30 to avoid a conflict with Halloween.
Sandy Lydon, of CHINESE GOLD fame will speak on the Chinese community
in Monterey. Please mark your calendars now so you don't forget!
SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
Why Whales Leap: Speculations on Breaching
"A whale's leap from the water is almost certainly the most power-
ful single action performed by any animal," says Hal Whitehead in his
article "Why Whales Leap", Scientific American, March, 1985, pp. 84-93.
"It is a kind of physical exclamation point. Just as people raise their
voice, gesticulate with their hands or jump up and down to emphasize a
communication, so the whale breaches." Dr. Whitehead studies humpback
whales in the western Atlantic, but his observations on breaching seem
applicable to behavior we see off this coast while watching the Gray
Whale migration. Breaching (leaping), he writes, seems to have purpose,
probably some need to communicate. Communication among cetaceans, he
feels, is necessary and observable in many instances, for example, when
one pod (group) splits from another into two groups. or when they merge;
as a signal of any of a number of things one whale may want another to
notice; because another whale has breached close by -- a return signal;
to challenge another whale. such as two males on mating ground; as a show
of strength for similar reasons; as a maneuver in a courtship display; to
impress a female who might be judging strength in choice of mate.. Since
breaching seems to be frequent among juveniles, perhaps there are special
reasons for this activity, since 'play' in juveniles can be practice for
adult behavior; to help young whales develop musculature.
The difficulty of conducting research on whales adds to the appeal
of theorizing. Most scientists have favorite ideas about breaching, and
many are bound to dispute Dr. Whitehead's research. Cyril Galvin, in a
letter in the June issue of Scientific American, prefers the idea that
whales are trying to get rid of parasites tI ••• somewhat the same purpose
as a dog scratching a flea." Watching Gray Whales breach, we too sometimes
wonder if they are trying to knock loose t~e whale lice that nibble their
skin.
Galvin has a unique idea about parasites being more bothersome when
the wind is strong. He thinks wave action moves parasites back and forth
on the whales' skins, causing more irritation, and thus explaining why
whales seem to breach more often when the wind picks up.
Parasite removal, while often.conjectured, has not yet been proven.
Whitehead says that whale lice cannot be dislodged even by streams of
water from high-pressure hoses. Shock waves from a breach, however, may
even remove parasites from the whales' stomach area when the whale falls
flat on its back, certainly the most common landing after a mighty thrust
out of the water. Also, it is reported that Roger Payne has told of
seeing birds "picking parasites from the water after a breach".
Whitehead insists that whales breach during "stressful social
circumstances" which would not produce concern about parasites, but would
foster the need to communicate. All theories seen completely plausible.
What tickles our fancy is visualizing, without the guilt of anthropomor-
phic conjecture, the weight and sluggish tugging of parasites in storm-
tossed wave action, and greetings to compatriots after long-time-no-see,
and the excitement of 'showing your stuff' to an admirer. We watch,
we wonder -- regardless, it looks fun!
(Thanks to Esta Lee Albright for contributing the above article.)
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RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
Blue Whale - The first observations of the summer. 3
animals 22 miles W of Pt. Pinos, Pacific Grove Aug. 25
(AB,DS) and 3 more offshore Sept. 7 (DS).
Fin Whale - A remarkable number of reports have been
received of this locally rare species, which is usually
far outnumbered by Blues in this area. 1 on Aug. 4/5
Pt. Sur to Bixby Creek (DL) and 4 on Aug. 16 3-6 miles
W of Pt. Joe (JS). Up to 8 were 3-10 miles Wof Pt.
Pinos on Aug. 14 and 17 (DsT. 1 animal with Blues 22
miles Wof Pt. Pinos on Aug. 2S (AB,DS).
Minke Whale - A large number of observations of single
animals between Rocky Pt. and Fort Ord this summer due
largely to the intense observation of J. Stern. 1 outside
Stillwater Cove, Pebble Beach on July 11 was an individual
seen last year (JS). 2 off Yankee pt. "and 2 more off Rocky
Pt. Restaurent, Big Sur on July 19 (AB). There were 4
between Pt. Lobos and Yankee pt. on Aug. 18 (JS). -
Humpback - This summer this species has been erratic in its
appearance and few in number in our region. 2 were close
to Cypress Pt. (Pebble Beach) on July 19 (DL) and 7 Pt.
Sur to Bixby Creek on July 28 (D and NL). 1 breaching
9 1/2 miles off Pt. Pinos on Aug. 4 (DC) and 2 were 3-5
miles W of Pt. Joe on Aug. 13 (JS). 6 moved NNE 14 1/2
miles SSW of Cypress Pt. Sept. 2 {DC).
Gray ~fuale - These are the first confirmed summer reports
of this species in our are~. 1 large individual just
inside Monterey Harbor on July 11 (USCG to JS). A sub-
adult was alongside the eement Ship, Capitola on July 12(State Parks Personnel to TD). On Aug. 25 a 20-22 foot
recently weaned calf was followed off Cannery Row, Mont-
erey to Lovers' Pt., Pacific Grove (AB,DS).
~
i'
Beaked Whale - species? - 4-5 whales unconfirmed as to
species, 24 miles off Monterey Peninsula on Aug. 4 (TN).
Orca - A large male moving N rapidly in Carmel Bay on
July 29 (TN).
Common Dolphin - 20 off Yankee Pt. (Carmel Highlands) on
July 17 (Dt) and 20-30 off BiXby Creek on Aug, 4 (DL).
The first of the summer.
Baird's Beaked Whale - A large group of 12 at the 1200
fathom line 9 miles wsw of Cypress Pt. on-Sept. 4. 1
breached) times. The second sighting this· year (OS).
Cuvier's Beaked Whale ~ ) animals 8.4 miles WSW of Cypress
Pt. on Aug. 1. 25 minute dive times were noted in the
1)00 fathom waters. A rare species locally (OS).
Pacific Whitesided Dolphin - A return to normal abund-
ance following El Nino. 400 including pied-bald and
fawn-colored individuals 7:S-miles WSW of Cypress Pt.
on Aug. 1 (os). One hopes .these animals will be
resighted. )0 plus 15 animals 10 miles off Monterey
Peninsula on Aug 4 (DC). 500 6 miles Wof Cypress Pt.
on Aug. 10 (AB,DS) a,d 200 on Aug. 12 2 miles W of
Cypress Pt. (JS). 500 were )-5 miles W of Pt. Joe.
Pebble Beach on Aug. 1) (JS). 500 Pt. Pinos to Otter
Pt., Pacific Grove on Aug. 28 heading rapidly W (DS).
100 N side of the Monterey Submarine Canyon on Sept. 2
(DS). A 6811 individual dead on Marina State Beach on
Sept. ) (-RR,JV). Decomposed. left on beach. 150
heading'S ) miles off Pt. Joe on Sept. 4 (DS) and 21-25
animals 35 miles Wof Pt. Pinos on Sept. 7 (DS).
Risso's Dolphin - 20-25 animals )0 miles SW of Pt. Pinos
on July 9 (RT) and 20-25 in Carmel Bay on July 18 (RT).
20 were off Rocky Ft. on July 19 (D and NL). 18 animals
in mid-Carmel Bay included 2-) cow/calf pairs on July 21
(ACS Princess Monterey' Tri~). 12 animals 6.5 miles SW
of Cypress Pt. on Aug. 1 (DS) and 12-15 animals 10 miles
offshore on Aug. 4 (DC). 2Q animals were off shore on
Aug. 1) (DC) and 8 plus 2 were 22 miles off Pt. pinos
on Aug. 25 ( AB •DS ) .
,\
Northern Right Whale Dolphin - 20-25 offshore on July 24(RT) and 100 with ~fuites1ded Dolphins 7.5 miles WSW of
Cypress Pt. on Aug. I (DS). 50 with Whitesided Dolphins
playing around 2 Humpbacks 3-5 miles Wof Pt. Joe on
Aug. 13 (JS). 60 more were further offshore the same day(DC). 30 with Whitesided Dolphins Pt. Pinos - otter Pt.
area on Aug. 28 (JS,JO,CD). 2 with 25 Whitesided Dolphins
35 miles W of' Pt. Pinos on Sept. 7 (DS).
,~ Harbor Por~oise - 2 animals 1.5 miles WSW of Pt. Pinos
JUly 13, an unusual location. 2 animals in inner :armel
Bay on July 26 were also unusual for that location (JS).
An adult female came ashore and died on Aug. 23 Rio Del
Mar Beach, Santa Cruz Co. (RW). 2-3 were 1.5 miles off
Fort Ord on Sept. 4 (DS). . ,
Dall's Porpoise. - Small numbers were reported as usual by
party boat skippers. The largest number reported was 17
in 4 pods on Aug. 10 (AB,DS) •.
7
steller's Sea Lion - 1 on Bird Rock, Pebble Beach July 1)(S and JH).
Northern Fur Seal - A sub-adult was offshore from Pt. Lobos
on July 29 and 1 animals were 15 miles offshore from the
Peninsula on July 28 (AB,DS). Included was a pink-tagged
individual.
Harbor Seal - A radio-tagged adult female was located at
Hopkins Marine Station, Pacific Grove on Aug. 17 (JV) and
again on Aug. 27 and subsequently (AB). This animal was
one of 17 tagged at Drake's Estero, Pt. Reyes by Sarah
Allen, pt. Reyes Bird Observatory on Aug. I and was also
given bright red neoprene shoulder patches carrying No.4.
Northern Elephant Seal - Single animals continue to be
sighted during offshore boat trips CAB,nS).
California Sea Lion - 200 were on Lobos Rocks off Soberanes
Pt., Big Sur on Jti:Ly l~ While only 2 were on Monterey
Breakwater on July 28 CAB,ns). 350-400 had returned to
the Breakwater from the southern breeding grounds by Aug.
10 (AB,DS).
j~
.f
~\
Bonus Speciesl
Northern AnchoYl!- Large spawning schools attempted to
invade Santa Cruz Harbor again this summer.
Albacore (the Cadillac of tunas) ~ Abundant close to shore.
Shearwater Journeys even caught some On Whale-watching
cruises.
Baskin, Shark - Singles were off Pt. Joe kelp beds on June
12 (JS and off Moss Landing on JUly 1 (JS). On June 20
a 20 ft., 3000lb individual was gillnetted 2 miles off
Santa Cruz (Santa Cruz Sentinel, June 23). None seen in
Carmel Bay so far this year.
~ Giant Squid - 2 or J 6-7 ft. Moroteuthis robustus were
taken off Pt. Sur and one found moribund near Fisherman's
Wharf in August (AB).
Red Swimming Crab (Pleuroncodes planipes) A few individ-
uals on July 13 were perhaps the last of the El Nino
driven swarms. (OS).
Leatherback Turtle - Sea turtles are great rarities in
this area, therefore these two sightings are of great
interest. 1 was seen )0 miles SW of Pt. Pinos on July 9
(RT) and 1 very close to shore only 0.5 mile NNE of Pt.
Pinos on July 1) (RM).
Contributors - AB - A. Baldridge; DC - D. Campos, Miss
Monterey, CD - C. Deutsch, TD - Tom Dohl, S and JH~id
and J. Harrison, DL - D. Lemon, Star of Monterey, NL _
N~ Lemon, New Holiday, RM - R. Miller, Sea Wolf, TN -
T. Neece, Toronado, JO - J. Ostman; RR - R. Royer, DS-
O. Shearwater; JS - J. Stern, RT - R. Ternullo, Pt. Sur
Clipper, JV - J. Vandevere, RW - R. Wells.
.. - -J •f..
,
. in
***********************************************************************
Warm welcomes to the following new Chapter Members:
Sandi Lewtschuck Zelda Glaze Edward and Mary Sue Mathys
***********************************************************************
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Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY, October 30 (Please Note Change!!!)
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station,
Pacific Grove,
Speaker: Sandy Lydon, History Instructor, Cabrillo College
Topic: The Chinese in the Monterey Bay Region
Sandy Lydon, teacher, historian and raconteur par excellence,
has recently published a handsome and engrossing history of the
Chinese in the Monterey Bay area. These colorful people, a large
number of whom lived on Mussel Point (the present site of Hopkins
Marine Station) during the latter half of the last century, have
been given a new life and dimension through Sandy's eyes, and we
are delighted that he will speak to us about this little-known
segment of Monterey's marine history. Those of you who have heard
this gifted lecturer will know what a treat we have in store for us.
Copies of Sandy Lydon's book, Chinese Gold will be available for
sale at the meeting.
CHAPTER NEWS
Artisans Give Thanks to the Animals. December~ 1985.
Chapter members will be pleased to know that this annual event is
returning once again to its traditional setting. the La Playa Hotel
in Carmel. For the past two years, the La Playa has undergone changes
of ownership and refurbishing, forcing 'our' Craft Fair to seek tempor-
ary quarters elsewhere. This year, the Fair will be held on Dec. 5,
6 and 7, and we will be asking for volunteers to 'work' on those dates.
Merilyn Georgcvich. activities chairman, will be coordinating our
Chapter's participation. To lend your assistance, please call her
(394-0514).
ACS Chapter Board, 1986.
As the year draws to a close, it is again time for the current Monterey
Bay Chapter Board to step down. Replacements will be needed in several
areas if the Chapter is to continue. If you have enjoyed our programs,
newsletter (SOUNDINGS). and activities, please consider becoming a
part of the behind-the-scenes decisions which have made them happen.
For more information, please contact Chapter President Esta Lee
Albright (375-1658).
~t********************************************************************
Welcome to our new Chapter members:
John E. Ware Mary Layman Richard Bowers
*********************************************************************
SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
Are Gray Whales Endangered?
The following article is by Hark Palmer, newsletter editor for the
Los Angeles Chapter, ACS, and appeared in their September issue.
Fifty years ago researchers estimated that only a few dozen gray
whales remained alive in the eastern Pacific Ocean. At one time there
had been three thriving populations of the gray whale. One was in the
Atlantic and had been eliminated very early by the first land-based
European whalers. Two gray whale populations had been in the Pacific.
Both had been decimated beyond hope of recovery by more modern whalers.
Gray whales are bottom feeders. This fact seems to influence their
choice of habitats, which are always close to shore, and makes them
easy prey for whaling.
'foday, the eastern Pacific population of gray whales has pulled
off a small miracle. Not only have they escaped from the jaws of
oblivion, but their numbers have increased so dramatically that some
researchers now believe the population is approaching a level comparable
to that of the pre-exploitation era. (The other two gray whale popula-
tions have not been so fortunate). Our gray whales are now on the brink
of yet another first in the ecological world. The Federal Government
has decided that the grays have recovered sufficiently to be removed
from the Endangered Species List. A number of species have been
removed form the List in years past, of course, but those were removed
due to extinction. Never has a species been removed from the List be-
cause it had recovered sufficiently to be considered no longer endangered.
But, as always, there are two sides to the coin:
Proponents of the move point out that the gray's numbers have
increased to where they may now be near their pre-whaling levels. The
population has been steadily increasing and is now approaching the
carrying capacity of the environment. If the list is to be meaningful
then only truly endangered species should be on it, and there is no
indication that the grays are endangered. Furthermore, the animals
would still be fully protected from commercial use (read whaling) by
the Marine Mammal Protection Act.
But opponents of the move argue that removing the grays from
the list could "send a signal" to whaling nations such as Japan and
the USSR which could be interpreted as a green light to resume killing
of these animals. They point out that "delisting" the grays could
lead to a decrease in the habitat protection now extended to the
animals, such that oil drilling and other offshore industries would
be able to encroach upon the whales to a much greater extent than
they do now.
I
,
RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
This report lacks many Shearwater Journeys' reports. Hopefully,
these will be incorporated into the next compilation.
Blue Whale - 2 plus 1 animals offshore, Sept. 29 (DS). On Oct. 1,
2 large animals were close to Hopkins Marine Station, Pacific Grove,
moving towards Fort Ord (AB).
Fin Whale - The flurry of reports of this unusal species continued.
Two animals were spotted 5 miles West of Pt. Pinos, Pacific Grove,
on Sept. 20 (J. Guerrero, MLML). One animal seen 6 miles W. Pt.
Pinos, Sept 29 (AB, DS).
Minke Whale - With one exception, all reports were from the Granite
Canyon/Rocky Pt. area. Four were there on Sept. 6, 2 plus on Sept.
8, 2 on Sept. 17 and 23 and 2 on Sept. 27 and 29 (all records from
D. Rose, DFG). The only record elsewhere was a single individual
sighted 1 mile W. of Pt.Pinos on Oct. 4 (RT). Jon Stern's intensive
observations of this animal ceased at the end of August.
Humpback - Few reports this summer from our area. Two animals, 6
miles WPt. Pinos, Sept. 29 CDS), and 3 plus 1 animals close to Pt.
Pinos on Oct. 6 (DC).
Gray Whale - A small individual under 25 ft. was seen from the air
14.5 miles WMoss Landing on Sept. 5 (TD). Probably this was the
same individual reported the previous month.
5
Orca - The anticipated fall influx has started. Four animals (2 bulls)
10 miles W. Moss banding on Sept. 8 (JS). Two bulls were 4 miles
W. Pt Pinos on Sept. 27 (DC). A large pod of 12-15 animals, including
2 bulls and 2-3 calves, were 4 miles SSW Pt. Sur travelling north"
on Oct. 5 (DL). On Oct. 6, 4 animals (1 large bull) were 8 miles
WMoss Landing (JL), probably part of the larger group. A single
large male travelling S was spotted 5 miles WPt Lobos on Oct. 9 (CH).
Outside of our area on Sept. 26, 5 miles WPt. Reyes light, Marin
Co., 6 Orcas approached 2 adult Humpbacks accompanied by a calf. No
attack was observed, but the Humpbacks reacted with agressive lob-
tailing and breaching (D. Ainley to AB).
Pacific Whitesided Dolphin - Continued to be abundant offshore as well
as within MOnterey Bay. Several hundred were 10 miles WMoss Landing
on Sept. 8 (JS). Twenty animals were swimming with 8 Dalls only 1 mile
N of Hopkins Marine Station on Sept.IO (BH, AB). It is unusual for these
two species to associate in our area. ONe hundred animals, including
many calves, were near "A" Buoy off Ft. Ord on Sept. 16 (AB). Fifty
plus 150 were reported 6 mules WSW and 11.5 miles ESE Pt. Pinos,
Sept. 20 (JG). Fifteen animals were 3 miles WYankee Pt., Carmel
Highlands on Sept. 26 (DR). One hundred thirty animals were 10 miles
WPt. Joe on Sept 29 (AB, OS).
Risso's Dolphin - This species continues to be abundant in our area with
60 animals 11.5 miles WSW Pt. Pinos on Sept. 20 (JG) and 60 animals
WPt. Joe, Pebble Beach, on Sept. 29 (AB, OS). Another 75 animals were
10 miles WPt. Joe on Oct. 6 (AB, OS).
Northern Right Whale Dolphin - Continues to be abundant offshore and
usually associated with the last 2 species, forming mixed schools.
Thirty animals 11.5 miles WSW Pt. Pinos on Sept 20, including one with
an unusual anount of white on the tail stock, 6 miles W. Pt. Joe on
Sept. 29 (AB). One hundred were seen 10 miles WPt. Joe on Oct. 6
(AB,DS).
I,
{
Oa11's Porpoise - Small numbers were reported as usual by partyboat
skippers in the normal locations. Unusual, however, were 8 animals
with 20 Whitesided Dolphins 1 mile N of Hopkins Marine Station on
Sept. 10 (BH, AB).
Harbor Seal - Twenty-two hauled out in Elkhorn Slough E of Highway 1
on Sept. 19 (AB). The radio-tagged female from Pt. Reyes was hauled
out again at Hopkins Marine Station Sept. 27 (AB).
Northern Elephant Seal - Single animals, usually immatures, continue to
be sighted offshore during boat trips (AB, OS).
Northern Fur Seal - Three animals 10 mules or more offshore from the
Peninsula on Oct. 6 (AB,OS).
Southern Sea Otter - Up to 3-4 animals in Moss Landing Harbor and
Elkhorn Slough during the period (MLML Staff).
Bonus Species:
Albacore - This Cadillac of tunas continued to be abundant close to
shore throughout the period •
. Market Squid - After an absence of several weeks, small numbers were
taken off the Pacific Grove/Monterey shoreline from Sept. 16 (AB).
Blue Shark - Abundant as usual at this season in surface waters
offshore.
Leatherback Turtle - Additional sightings of this rare creature were
reported as follows: 1 at least 6 ft. in length was 5 miles WSW Pte
Pinos on Sept. 20 (JG), and on Oct. 6, 1 was 12 miles SW from Pt. Lobos
(OL) •
Contributors: AB - Alan Baldridge; DC - O. Campos; TO - T. Doh1;
JG - J. Guerrero; BH - B. Head; JL - J. Langham; DL - D. Lemon, Star
of Monterey; DR - D. Rose; JS - J. Schoenherr; DS - D. Shearwater;
RT - R. Ternullo. Pt. Sur Clipper.
-
------
_----------- A.iFAA(~
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BOOK REVIEWS
by Esta Lee Albright
There's a saying about ga1n1ng understanding by walking around
in another person's moccasins. For us, perhaps it should read,
"sieve krill through another maounal's baleen". All environmentalists
should occasionally look at natural resources through the eyes of an
entrepreneur, or in light of humans depending directly on the ocean
for a livelihood. Two authors of new hooks offer us that opportunity.
The first is our October speaker, Sandy Lydon: Chinese Gold
the Chinese in the Monterey Bay Region, Capitola Book Company, 1985.
Anyone who has heard Sandy has had the rare experience of being com-
pletely caught up in fascinating historical details, and his writing
is as irresistible as his lectures. The Chinese in Monterey were re-
markable from the first, even more so after an immigration influx in
the 1850's. Not all of them used the sea, but farmers and fishermen'
alike developed less-desirable land and fisheries, used cumbersome
methods and equipment, and thrived. Early came accusations that they
were so successful because they exploited the resources of the sea.
This is an oversimplistic statement. They thrived because of hard
work and opportunism; each harvester of sea life has had an impact on
its depletion and management, regardless of race of methods. In the
nineteenth century, balances were sought less often and blame was, and
still is, hard to assign.
The story of the Chinese is inspiring because of their originality
and perseverence. It tugs at us from many familiar sites we have never
associated with isolated, tradition-rich Chinese: the Beach Club at
Pebble Beach, the Festival of Lights in Pacific Grove, McAbee Beach
on Cannery Row. In some pictures of the Pt. Alones village, we see
a huge rock at the top of the beach; it stands just seaward of our
ACS meeting room.
I am in awe of the history in the book - swells of details roll
past, years of research behind them. How could so much have been left
out of localhistories in the past? How many times have battles over
fishing grounds had multi-layers of supply, demand, nationalism and
minorities?
Toward the end of the book, Sandy compares discrimi.nation against
the Chinese to recent conflicts centering around Vietnamese fishing.
I have heard Sandy call his work "UNnatural history" -- that is,
people-centered instead of science-centered. This might lead to
assumptions that some distasteful history is being repeated. But, in
the gill net controversy, one MUST include natural history, for the
8
~
, .
'I
statistics of deaths of birds, otters, pinnipeds and cetacea have shown
the nets to be threats to whole species of Monterey Bay's delicate ecol-
ogy. In the first course for aquarium guides, Sandy's lecture state-
ments were not as decisive about discrimination. Instead, he warned
us to be sure, quite sure, that our opinions about the nets and the
fishing fleet came from scientific data and not from racial bias.
That approach, I think, is still valid.
The second author is different but equally appealing. It is almost
intimidating to write about Neptune's Apprentice, Adventures of a
Commercial Fisherwoman, by Marie De Santis, Presidio Press, 1984, because
she does such a unique job of expressing herself. Giving up an academic:
program, she became a commercial "fisherwoman" off Central and Northern
California coasts. We learn the different fishing methods used around
us every day; we feel the labor, fear, anticipation and frustration of
going out alone to fish commercially. There are vagaries of fish
movements, season openings, market shifts, and the exclusiveness or
helpfulness of other fishermen. She describes with respect and humor
this hum~n interaction. Some individuals come alive with only a few
quotations, and whole fleets have personalities as they spend hours on
their boats' radios.
Most moving about the hook is her gift of making us feel the
love she bears the sea. It is a realistic love, aware, experienced
often tested. The book is so honest and factual, even about emotions,
that one hesitates to call it poetic, yet it is that beautiful.
9
Coming along through Neptune's Apprentice, one reads more and
more slowly, following the story but loathe to reach the end. Marie
De Santis' next book, California Currents, an Exploration of the
Ocean's Pleasures, Mysteries and Dilemmas, Presidio Press, 1985, is
another matter. Warmly and factually written, it is a series of short
pieces about marine things, to be read all together or as the mood
strikes. Fish, Monterey CAnyon, Margret Owings, birds, Pt. Conception,
charts, laws, El Nino, dolphins and tuna - forty-five topics are
given buth a scientific presentation and a feet of their wonder. There
is the human frailty and the lack of understanding about the sea, the
humor and irony of humans coming face to face with it. In both books,
Marie De Santis develops the relationship of nature, fishermen, bureau-
cracy, and sometimes scientists. Often it's a toss-up which is more
complex, the natural ot the civilized structures. Never again can we
feel rage about a disaster that seems to be a blow from either nature
or man's greed. Nothing is "either •••or", nor that uncomplicated.
Whatever the writer's orientation, it is good fortune that we
" k 'II"have books such as these three. When we undertake to sieve r~ ,
ill-equipped as we are, it is important to do it with good, accurate
material, with an eye for beauty and a sense of humor.
10
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NOVEMBI:R 1985
MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AHERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
~~~NDINGS~
Next Meeting: Thursday, December ~ 7:30 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station,
Pacific Grove
Speaker: Leslie Osborne, U.C. Santa Cruz
Topic: The Harbor Seals of Elkhorn Slough
Leslie Osborne, a student of Dr. Ken Norris at U.C. Santa
Cruz, spent several months observing the behavior and habits of
the Elkhorn Slough Harbor Seal population. The study of this
estuaring group, which hauls out on the mud flats east of Highway
One, was supported by the Californi.a Coastal Commission. Leslie
will discuss her findings and compare and contrast these interesting
marine mammals with other local populations.
I.
CHAPTER NEWS
The Artisans Give Thanks to the Animals - December 6, 7 and 8
ACS members will soon be receivinE·their personal invitations to
join Friends of the Sea Otter and the Monterey Peninsula Audubon
Society (and of course our own Cetacean Society!) at the year's
best nature- oriented Craft Fair. The artisans have been care-
fully selected, and their works reflect the traditional excellence
which has come to be associated with this event. Not only do
several of our own Chapter members participate as craftsmen, our
Monterey Bay Chapter benefits by receiving one-third of the profits.
This year the Fair has moved back into its original quarters, the
La Playa Hotel, Camino Real at Btt., Carmel-by-the-Sea. There will
be a wine preview ($5.00 per person) Friday, December 6 from 6 to
10 PM. The Fair will also be open to the public Saturday, December
7 from lOAM to 9PM and Sunday, December 8 from lOAM to SPM. Thanks
to all of you who have volunteered to help us, and certainly thanks
to those of you who attend and purchase items!
Research Grants
Requests for next year's Research Grant proposals have been sent
out. A review committee, appointed by your ACS Board, will read
and critique all submitted proposals. Any ACS member wishing to
read these varied and extremely interesting documents may make an
appointment to do so by contacting Alan Baldridge at Hopkins
Marine Station Library (373-6658) after November 30.
--o~-....,I/l..
RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
Blue Whale - 1 on Davidson Sea Mount, 60 miles SW Pt.
Sur Sept. 15 (AB,ShJ). 5 animals on Sept. 22 7.5 mile~
SW Cypress Pt. (ShJ). 2 animals 8.6 miles W Moss Land-
ing on Sept. 28 (ShJ), and 1 animal on Sept. 25 8 miles
W Moss Landing (ShJ). 1 close to Otter Pt., Pacific
Grove on Oct. 31 (CD).
Fin Whale - 2 off Cypress Pt. were feeding on Sept. 2?
( RT).
Sei Whale -A single animal Davidson Sea Mount Sept. 15
( AB, ShJ).
rUnke Whale - All repDrts are from Granite Canyon/Rocky
Pt. area of Bi~ Sur. 1 on Oct. 11; 4 on Oct. 15 ann 1
on Oct. 18 (DR). .
Humpback Whale - 8-9 animals one mile N Pigeon Pt. Light-
h0use, San Mateo Co. were less than one mile from shore
Sept. 7 (DE,DM). 2-3 animals seen from Pt. Lobos on
Oct. 7, over 10 breaches were seen (ER). 2 more were
there going south on Oct. 15 (GOO) and later in the day
at Granite Canyon (DR).
Gray Whale - J travelling S across outer Carmel Bay Nov.
9 were the first known to be seen locally on the south-
ward migration (AB).
~ - 12 animals killed a California Sea Lion 6 mile~
W Pt. Pinos on Oct. 12. They did not appear to consumr
it. (AB,ShJ). A small individual 8 miles SW Pt. Pinos
on Oct. 15 had a peculiar bent over and twisted dorsal
fin. (DC). On 0ct. 20 an old male moved S J miles W of
Bird Rock, Pebble Beach (AB, ShJ). This individual
previously photographed Sept. 22, 1982. (ShJ). J
animals moved rapidly N past Yankee Pt. and Pt. Lobos
on Nov. 9 (Ciesla Family, JD).
Dacific Whitesided Dolphin - Large numbers as usual at
this time of year. 80 - 100 3 miles off Fort Ord Sold-
iers' Club Sept. 22 (ShJ). )30 in 5 schools were mostly
in the area 6.5 miles W of Moss Landing on Oct. 5 (ShJ).
In 0ct. 12 100 were one mile N of otter Pt. (AB,ShJ).
!)n Oct. 1) 150 included this species, Rissos and Right
",'hale Dolphins (ShJ). 25 animals were 3 miles W of Pt.
,Joe, Pebble Beach on Oct. 20 (AB,ShJ). Schools of 1,0-15
hnd 14-20 were "II of the Monterey Peninsula on Oct. 26
(AB, ShJ) .
Common Dolphin - Not reported from Monterey Bay although \
) were seen on the Davidson Sea Mount Sept. 15 (AB,ShJ).
Risso's Dolphin - 17 animals ~ere 8.6 miles N of Pt.
Pinos Sept. 11 (SJ). On Sept. 18 12 accompanied North-
ern Right Whale Dolphins 5 miles W of Cypress Pt. (ShJ).
0n Sept. 22 )0 animals 5.5 miles WSW Cypress Pt. (ShJ).
'In ;-:ept. 25 200 (3% small calves, 5% two year olds)
1·5 miles SW Cypress Pt. (ShJ). 60 animals in 3 schools
v: 'Jf the Monterey Peninsula Oct. 5 (ShJ). On Oct. 20
100 with Whitesided and Right Whale Dolphins) miles
~ )f Pt. Joe (AB,3hJ), and on Oct. 26 6-12 animals incl-
u~ed one small calf 7.5 miles W of Pt. Pinos (AB,ShJ).
1\lorthern Right Whale Dolphin - On Sept. 18 120-140
t()Gether with Risso' s were 5 miles W of Cypress Pt. (ShJ).
0n Sept. 22 80, with Risso'S, 5.5 miles SW of Cypress
U:hJ), and on Sept. 25 7·0, with Risso's, 1.5 miles SW of
Cypress Pt. (ShJ). On Oct. 5 20, with Risso's, 5.5 miles
'(,C~W of Pt. Pinos (ShJ). 15& on oct. 20 3 miles W of .Pt.
J~e were with Whitesided an Risso'S (AB,ShJ), and 5
animals with the other two species were 7.5 miles W of
Pt. Pinoi on Oct. 26 (AB,ShJ).
Harbor Porpoise - On Oct. 22 L~ groups totalling 12 animals
'.\'f:.re ,in NF Monterey Bay. Numbers had declined from )0-40
animals a month earlier (MLML Transect).
:'Iall's Porpoise - Small numbers were reported as usual
by Party Boat Skippers in the normal locations. Notable
,)bservations, however, were: 4 animals, including a
female with very small calf over the north rim of the
r.:1nterey Canyon 9 miles W of Moss Landing on Sept. 28
(:'::hJ); on Oct. 18 6-7 animals were very close to the
l{f~lp in 70 feet of water at Granite Canyon (DR).
Harbor Seal - The Elkhorn Slough haul-out east of High-
way One Bridge has moved to "the east (numbers have
ranged from 17 to 40-45, Oct. 10 - 14 (JG,RK).
Northern Elephant Seal - 1 animal offshore from Monterey
Peninsula on Oct. 5 (ShJ).
1
California Sea Lion - 330 animals on the Monterey Break-
water Nov. 10 (AB,ShJ).
~·teller·s Sea Lion - 1-2 animals on Seal Rock, at Light-
house Pt., Santa Cruz on Oct. 13 (~hJ).
Bonus Species -
narket Squid - A second spawning brought the fishing
boats out again off Cannery RowlPacific Grove Shoreline
from Oct. 7 (AB).
Great White Shark - A 17.5 foot individual ta~en off
ravenport, Santa Cruz Co. on pct. 5-6" (MLML per SB). {!n
Oct. 12 a 8-9 foot individual was j miles Ttl of the
Monterey Peninsula (AB,ShJ).
Blue Shark - Abundant as usual at this season in surface
waters offshore (AB).
CJntributors: AB - A. Baldridge; JD - J. Davidson; CD -
C. Deutsch; DE - D. Ekdahl; JG - Jo Guerrero; RK - R.
Kvitek; GM - G. McGowan; DM - D. Magar; MLML - Moss
Landing Marine Labs.; DR - D. Rose; FR - E. Russell;
~hJ - Shearwater Journeys; RT - R. Ternullo. Pt. Sur
Clipper; DC - D. Campos, Miss Monterey.
Chapter Board Elections
Nomination time for our 1986 Chapter Board of Directors is lIpon us.
There are slots for President, Vice President, Corresponding and
Kecording Secretaries, and Treasurer. Also up for grabs are
Membership Chairman and SOUNDINGS EDlTOR(s). Alot of new energy
is needed to keep our Chapter intact. If any of you would care to
nominate someone (yourself included) for any of these offices, or
would like more information, please contact Esta Lee Albright
(375-1658).
Special Greetings to our Chapterts Newest Members:
Janet Covell
Alex Norton
Bill and Joan H. Baumgardt
Robert Reese James Willoughby
Julie Hymer Ed Sakai
Charles and Jean Mehlert
The co-editors of the SOUNDINGS, Nancy and Milos,
are retiring after two years of literary service to
ACS- Monterey. After completing this issue, they will be
passing their pen and glue stick to our current President,
Esta Lee Albright, who has agreed to take over the task
until someone in the membership takes pity on her and
offers their time and talent to the Cause.
e
We are very grateful to Alan and Sheila Baldridge,
whose Marine Mammal Observations and Program Summaries
have formed the main body of SOUNDINGS, and to Ellen and
Paul Duernberger, who addressed and mailed the issues
on a timely basis.
I
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